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Invitation

WHILE THE SEASONAL CROWDS MAY BE CLAMORING TO CATCH
THE LATEST OPENING AT THE GALLERIA BORGHESE OR PALAZZO
BARBERINI THIS SUMMER, ART HISTORIAN COUNT STEFANO
ALUFFI-PENTINI, FOUNDER OF A PRIVATE VIEW OF ITALY OPENS THE
DOORS TO ITALY'S MOST EXCLUSIVE HAVENS OF HIGH ART AND
: T MARVELS OF AGE-OLD ARCHITECTURE.
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Il
\X"' ith a wealth of history stretching back to the Sth century
B.L., Rome is filled with cavernous catacombs, stunning

ancient architecture and exceptional palazzi, handed down
through generations along patrician blocdlines. As a native
Roman - tracing his noble heritage as far back as the early 14th
century - tha art historian Count Stefanc Aluffi-Pentini and his
learnaed team offer an unrivalled knowladge of the city, which
they are more than willing to share.

While back in the days of the grand tour, lettars of recommenda-
tion were abligatory for gaining entry to the city's most private
palatial properties, today, the Count’s number is all yvou need for
axclusive access. In 1986, he put his inherant insight into ltaky's
rich historical heritage and a network of blue-blooded connac-
tions to use, founding A Private View of ltaly, a cultural tour sery-
ice and corporate event service for inquisitive art votaries, offar-
ing open house invitations to the most private art collections in
thie country, as well as organizing tailor made tours and vaca-
fions, With meticulous attention to detail, customized tineraries
have bean known 1o include an authentic 18th century orcheastra
recital in its original setting, and dining with aristocracy.

Amang the most popular with his cultivated clientele ara the
famed Palazzo Colonna, a 14th century Roman palace belonging
to one of the city's most influential families, and tha Castelle i
Vignanelo in nearby Viterbo, boasting one of finest gardens in taly.
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“To feel extremely well and
t-ll comlortable, in beautiful vel
' i.tl‘ simple surroundings, with the

1Y 18 _ N | A ) & : feeling that nothing needs to be

done to improve them.”
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An object.

A library = a room in your own homae,
sLrraLIncled ¢ =

have the privilege of having inhesited one.

A moment.
Arriving in Maples at sunset, after a day
of sailing.

A person.

To maet a parson happy with thair life,
with no AN _' st in the future,
To meet this person is a real luxury,

A place.

The dining reom of a Homan pal

wheare the table is still set with ancient

porcelam, a ’r_1r'r"||t nairloom, |r'|h-=r|tn='1
© STEFAND SPINELLI 4% fram a princess in the 18th caentury,
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THE VILLA OF COUNT EMO H
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M ITALYS VENETO REGION

Howeaver, the Count’s knowladge and noble network reacheas far
bevond the city'’s saven hills. As well as covering the breathtaking
sights to be behald in ltaly - such as Villa di Montacchia, set
within the picturesque surroundings of Count Emo Capodilisia’s
renowned vineyard in Northern ltaly's Veneto region - he extends
the hand of hospitality throughout Eurcpe. "We have organized
intarasting tours in many countries, such as Germany, Spain,
France, Austria and Sweden, always discovaring private histori-
cal places, It is amazing to discover how well presenved the his-
torical and private houses are in Sweden, so elegant and wel-
coming; the Turkish private residences on the Bosphorus, called
Yal, which hark back to the splendor of the Ottoman Empire, or
the austare castles of the nobility of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire,” he explains. Plans are afoot to add accommodation to
the arudite aristocrat’s offering, allowing guests to experience
first-hand the rarified world of Europe's plutocracy.




Which are the most impressive properties in your itinerary?
| think that the cwners of the mast luxuricus properties may be
too modest to bae mentioned, but the two most grand and pri-
vate palaces are in Genca and Rome. Thanks to the generosity
of the owner, wea have been received in the RHoman Palazzo sev-
aral times, to see the collection, which includes Rubens, Van
Dk, Botticelli and Velazguez, However, one of tha most luxun-
ous houses in terms of a madern standard of luxury is || Pizzo,
a historical residence in Sorrento, surrounded by nature, with
private access to the Mediterranaan Sea, The terrace looks out
aover the entire bay of Naples. That, in my opinicn, is the most
beautiful in the world.

Many of the properties you represent boast prominent art
collections. Which do you believe is the most impressive?
| consider the collection at the Palazzo Doria Pamphil] to be one
of tha most impressive. Thers is a famous portrait by Velazquez
of Innocanzo X (the pops of their family), as well as works by
Caravaggio, Raphasl and Carracal, The collection is outstanding.
Princess Onetta Doria Pamphil) began the genercus tradition of
apening the gallery to the public, a practice which her children

f"f!,-'i"rlﬁf;‘f,‘ AL — e i have continued, while also studying and restoring the works,
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STUNNING ARCHITECTURE OF PALAZZO BISCARI IN CATANIA, SICILY
ARID ALUFFI-FENTINI

As an art historian, which is your favorite period?
The end of the 18th century; the last pericd of the grand papal
or aristocratic Roman patronage.

And what are your personal favorite oeuvres?

| lowe all the portraits, including the Cavaliere Rosa by Moroni,
which you can admire in a private collaction in Bergamo; the
portrait of Gakeazzo Sarvitale by Parmigianino at the Musesao di
Capodimonte in Maples; the already mentioned Innocanzo X by
Valazguez, which anyong can see at the Palazze Dora Pamphil)
in Bome; and the portrait of Angela Mignanelli by Benefial at the
Galleria Spada in Bome.




Although you cover Europe, you are famed for your
expertise on ltaly in particular. Which region do you find
the most popular?

Qur guests come mainly to Florence, Bome, Naples and Sicily,
as thera are so many beautiful residences and so many mastar-
works that are open to the public. Rome and Florence are also
vary easy destinations for meetings, whereas Naples and
Falermo are mora naw, and therefore desirable to people who
are looking for something fresh, with beautiful weather.

- 3 Tl What attracts so many visitors to delve deeper into ltalys
R e e IS o in_cradihla art and architectural history? _
: It is one of the Eurcpean countries where a substantial part of
the artistic heritage is still in private hands, kept with love and

R e A - A LA AR shawn only on very special occasions, for very special people.
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YHE TEAM OF A PRIVATE VIEW OF ITAL?'&
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What is the main quality your erudite clients seek in a tour?
They love to be considerad as invited guests in each place thay
wvisit, and It is truly so.

Are there many cultural differences between nationalities
in terms of the kind of tours and events your international
clients request?

It's difficult to ganeralize, but | would say that the Morth
Amearicans can be distinguished by their enargy and enthusiasm;
the Germans by a very serous choice of tinerarias, the French
o thedr love of the “sister country”; and the British by their inferast

in the relationship between architectura and interior decoration. W
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